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Interview: with Dr. Lester Barth,. January 25, 1977: 
you met Dr. Jus& L--what year can you recall? 

?iov; you say that 

Yell, the first time I met him was here in Woods Zoie in the summer 
of 1926. And, of course, when I say I met hi?,--I v:as 2 fir& vear 
graduate student and my.sponsor, Dr. Eeilbrunr,, had takgr his d;g&e 
with Just; under the difection of Lillie F. z Liilie. At any 
rate, Just was the kindest person I have'ever&'ket up against. . _ There 
was a generation difference, but he didn't talk down to me at all. 
I went to his laboratory and he showed me in great detail just 

j* 

exactly how to handle the invertebrate eggs here--especially krbacia * .;"---"--=Echinarach‘n‘ius, 
a little new 

the-ones that he was using. 
for me. Iieilbrunn was the 

And this was something" 
same sort of person, of 

course, and they were friends, but generally, professors in this 
country were professors, you know ' ar. a 
wouldn't xaste too much time on yju. 

students were students. Th,pY 
J u s t 

And that was the summer at Woods Hole? 

Summer at Woods Hole, 1926. 

No?ti did you come to Woods Hole subsequently each 
graduate student? 

cc~mfer as a 

LGB: Yes, and Just was here each summer for quite a while and I used to ! 
eat at the same table with Just at the dining hall. 
long 'tables, 13 to 15 people at each table. 

We had big, 
certain group at that time 

And Just belonged to a 
who were his real friends, real friends. 

And there was good talk at the table --Reilbrunn and Schrader, 
Lancefield, and, oh, Packard--other people I could mentior 
friends of Just. '¶ who lf-~7.a ..-.I. L 

;<i" . . . Ko ;v , these were mainly colleagues? 
- "- !iJi= : TCS. 

So that was the first meeting. 
i'iasn't like that -at all: 
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And Dr. Lillie, of course, was somewhere else? 

Well, Lillie was here every'summer. He was Director of the - 
Laboratory and I met Lillie, of course, too. 
I took my degree with him finally. 

As a matter of 
But he was not very active in 

the laboratory at that time and Just was doing all the work on 
fertilizin and fertilization of eggs . . . 

Nov ,, you first started out at Pennsylvania, I would assume. You 
say you worked with Dr. Heilbrunn. 

I first started out at the University of Michigan, with Heilbrunn. 
And Heilbrunn was very abruptly dismissed from the University of 
Michigan. And I had to find-a new place to go and Dr. Heilbrunn 
arranged so that I could take my work with Frank Lillie at the 
University of Chicago. 

Now, I think it 
Europe. 

He was there in 

That's right. 

Yes. 

C.K. Now, can 
Kas like? 

was in 1930--oh, maybe 1931, that Dr. Just went to 

the spring of 1931, when I v;as there. 

Now,' this was the Kaiser-Wilhelm Institute? 

you give me some idea of v&at work at that-Institute __ 

Well, the Institute was divided into three groups. 
genetics group, 

There was a 

cellular biology 
there was an embryology group and there was a 

was head there. 
group, which was mostly protozoology, and Hartmann 
Mangold was head of the embryology. 

Did you know an Adolph von ?Hallenbach? 

NO. 

Well, it seems that Dr. Just knew him very well. He cites him as a person very inspirational in his work there at the Kaiser-Wilhelm 
Institute. 

Vjell, that may have been somebody I just didn't meet. 

I think he v:as actually a clergyman of sorts. 

Yes. I:Jell, Just became 
scientists 

acquainted with a lot of people besides 
--and even in Germany, too. For a while he v:as going 

around with the Crown Prince of Germany (laughter). 
we12 And, of course, the contrast at that time, 1931, you can well imagine: 
liv?Ag in this country and Just living in Germany. Just 

And, I think 
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Was the community here then--all these houses? 
this house? 

For instance, 
. 

Piell, this was built around 1905, 1910, somewhere around that time. 
These are all pretty old houses along here. 
even older. 

The Gray place there-- 

1900s. 
We've got pictures of gas lamps out here in the early 

And this whole street is an interesting one. This Buzzards 
Bay Avenue here: 
Morgan's house. 

You go up here a little way and you go by Thomas H. 

Wilson's house. 
You go along a little farther and you get to E. 3. 

Veil 
Then, maybe one you don't know so well is Stockard. 

he was head of the Anatomy Department at Cornell University 
Medilal School. Then Calkins, you know, the protozoologist . . . 
They're all up there; they're ghosts -- they're all UD there. 
And then around the corner on Gardiner Road there are-two Lillies -- 
F. R. Lillie and R. S. Lillie, his brother. 
too. 

tlR.S.ll was a great man 
He just didn't have the administrative tie-up . . . 

You know something that's interesting to me: 
one thing that just shines through all 

In this research the 

Lillie's strong sense of integrity. 
the correspondence is 2 R. 

Now he must have had it*gr it 
just couldn't shine through the way it is shining through. 
the feeling of a very s$rong, honest man. 

I get 
. 

Oh, yes! A very shy man, too. 
1. 

Yes. 
would think of. 

Not the imposing man you 

voice. 
He was nhysically imposing but he had a very poor 

He would talk and mumble a little bit (chuckle) and 
eyerybody,had to listen to him. 
shy; but Lillie was shy too. 

And his brother was even much more 

percent honest. 
But, as you say, 

And not only that. 
he was just a hundred 

an awful pain in the neck. 
You know, an honest man can be 

honest man. 
(laughter) Lillie was not that kind cf 

In fact, he cut corners just a little bit. 
he cut a terrific corner. 

For me, 
When Heiibrunn got fired from the University 

of Michigan I had to leave too. 
his student. 

I mean, box could I stay there, as 
So I went to Chicago and Lillie said, "Well, let's 

see what you have here and how much credit we can give you here at 
the University of Chicago". 
at Michigan, 

"So", he said, lly~~Vve got a Easter's 

good. 
so we'll.count that as a yeaP. 

Then he said, lfLetls see 
V!ell , that was Dretty 

haven't you? 
, you've been at '&oods Hole for four 

summers, 
so that's another yea?. 

Well, that's four quarters here at Chicago, 
I got my degree at Chicago in one year. 

And the dissertation work I had done here with Heilbrunn, not with 
anybody at Chicago at all. 
responsibility. 

Child, Dr. C. M. Child, assumed the 
So technically I took my degree under Child, but on 

the basis of one year's residence at Chicago. 
thing like. that today in a hundred years. 

You couldn't do a 

practically all over. 
You'd have to start 

So, was Dr. Lillie at that time pretty big in the department there? 


